
  

 

 Saint Athanasius  
Church  

PASTOR 
Rev. Walter Suarez 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Rev. Rolando Santoianni 
DEACON 
Rev. Leonel Mancilla  
 

MASS SCHEDULE/Horario de Misas 
 
Vigil (Saturday):   5:30p.m. (English) 
    7:30p.m. (Español) 
 
Sunday (Domingo): 8:00a.m. (English) 
     9:30a.m. (Español) 
   11:15a.m. (English) 
               1:00p.m.  (Español) 
     5:30p.m.  (English)  
Daily Masses/Misas Diarias: (solo en Inglés) 
Monday - Friday: 6:45a.m., 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays  6:30p.m. 
Saturdays:  9:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Days:  6:45a.m., 9:00a.m.,  
                                 5:30p.m., 7:00p.m.  
                                                (Español) 
RECONCILIATION / CONFESIONES 
Saturday/Sabado: 4:00 - 4:30 p.m. (English) 
6:30 - 7:15 p.m. (Español o Inglés) 
OR anytime by appointment with a priest/
También con cita. 

160 N. Rengstorff Ave. Mountain View, California 94043  
e-mail: athanasius@comcast.net     

 website: www.stathanasiusparish.com 
Office: (650) 961-8600     Fax: (650) 968-5633 

 SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Deuteronomy 30:10-14 (105C) 

Psalm 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 
Colossians 1:15-20 

Luke 10:25-37 
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Our Neighbor 
 

This Sunday we have the opportunity to meditate on a very 
special Gospel for two reasons; the first reason is that God, 
through his Word, tells us a beautiful story. We could say 
that he shows us all his art and that the "Parable of the Good 
Samaritan" is a beautiful work of literature with all its con-
tent: the presentation, the way in which the event is narrated, 
the terrible event that took place and the final outcome. And 
we see that not everything ends there, it is not simply telling 
a story, the ending concludes with a question; the question 
that Jesus asks the teacher of the law. The second reason, 
the object of our meditation is the message that Jesus gives 
to our neighbor, which leaves us the teaching that we should 
practice as true Christians. 
  
The master of the law knew what he should do to "have 
eternal life" and answered perfectly. Jesus confirmed that he 
was right and that is why he encourages him to do what he 
himself said. But the question he asks our Lord: "And who is 
my neighbor?" shows that he did not understand very well 
what he had answered. He understood very well what his 
relationship with God meant, but he did not understand what 
his relationship with his neighbor consisted of. 
  
Jesus, as in so many other opportunities in which the Phari-
sees and teachers of the law wanted to put him to the test, 
tempt him with insidious questions or trap him, takes the 
opportunity to teach, to reflect, and to draw conclusions us-
ing reason in an attempt to illuminate the mind of the teach-
er of the law. 
  
The story of a man fallen into disgrace, before whom differ-
ent characters passed with indifference until one had com-
passion for him, is to understand that the first attitude you 
have to have with your neighbor is charity ... you have to 
love him. Those who passed by did not love him. 
  
We must love God above all things, but that does not with-
hold us from loving "your neighbor as yourself". Loving 
ourselves does not cost much, because we do it naturally 
when we respect our existence and try to live according to 
those things that do us good both spiritually and physically. 
In the same way, that love that we have and that is legiti-
mate as children and creatures of God, must be turned to-
ward our neighbor. If for ourselves we seek the good and the 
best, we must do the same with our neighbor both spiritually 
and materially. 
  
Like the man in the parable who went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, we also experience in our existence the assaults 
of life, the blows that circumstances give us, the things that 
shake our being, that make us uneasy, that take away our 
peace, but let us think that the Good Samaritan always 
comes to us, Jesus, who has compassion for us, heals us, 
takes care of us and has left us at an inn for our refuge: the 
Church. 
  
                              Rev. Rolando Santoianni 

SAINT ATHANASIUS       MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 

Death Anniversary Remembrance  
Week of  July 14 

REST IN PEACE 

Charles Lundine 
Melinda Ann Brunshuttle 

Josephine Ornelias 
Jesus L. Saldana 

Atilana Caasi  Caasi 

Mary Bottari 
William Joseph Hynes 
Josefina M. Sadama 

 

Remember to honor our advertisers listed in the back of the 
Sunday Bulletin. Remember to tell them you saw their Ad   

in St. Athanasius Bulletin! 

 
 
 

 
 

Sat (13) 9:00 _________________________________________ 
               5:30 Geno Quintos — Deceased (†) 
 

Sun (14) 8:00 Anunciacion & Eutiquiano Tabale — Deceased (†) 
              11:15 Fernandez Family — Spec. Intention (S.I.) 
                         Vicente Ordona — Deceased (†) 
                         Deceased Members of the Velarde Family — (†) 
                5:30 Marcelina Flores — Deceased (†) 
 
 

Mon (15) 6:45 Carmen Gregorio — Spec. Intentions (S.I.) 
                          Terry Limcolioc — Spec. Intentions (S.I) 
                 9:00 Lyn Finkboener — Deceased (†) 
                          Jesús Saldaña — Deceased (†) 
 
Tue (16) 6:45 Richard Ramilo — Deceased (†) 
                      Jesús Saldaña — Deceased (†) 
                9:00 Raya Anne Maggay — Birthday (B) 
                         John Harkin — Death Anniversary (†) 
 
Wed (17) 6:45 Geno Quintos — Deceased (†) 
                 9:00 Jesús Saldaña — Deceased (†) 
 

Thu (18) 6:45 _______________________________________ 
                9:00 Jesús Saldaña — Deceased (†) 
 
Fri (19) 6:45 _________________________________________ 
              9:00 Jesús Saldaña — Deceased (†) 
 
 

†—Deceased;   T—Thanksgiving;    
  S.I.—Special Intention;    B—Birthday;      S– Sick   

Please Pray for the Sick 
 

Terry Limcolioc, Jim Cesano, Julie Hidalgo, Gloria 
Ramirez, Ellen Poso,  Soledad  Jara, Danilo Fidel, 

JoAnne Arnold, Lucile Bianco, Isaura Aguilar, Romulo 
Prieto, Bernie Barron and Teresa Yue. 

PRAY THE ROSARY, for the end of Abortion. 
Come and Pray the Rosary every Thursday for the 
protection of the unborn and born babies starting 
at 10:45 am with other lay Catholics at the 
Planned Parenthood in Mountain View, 225 San 
Antonio Road. Peaceful and non-confrontational. 

We need more prayers! 
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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                            July 14, 2019  

BEREAVEMENT COMFORT AND  
SUPPORT GROUP 

If you have experienced the death of a loved one, 
please join us as we share our losses, and devel-
op coping strategies.  

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE  
FRIDAY, JULY 26 

AT 7PM IN THE RECTORY. 

Please join us for HOSPITALITY  
at the Parish Hall  

TODAY Sunday, July 14, 2019 
 after the 11:15 AM Mass.  Saturday/Sábado July 6  

5:30 PM $488 
7:30 PM   $706 

Sunday / Domingo July 7  

  8:00AM    $2,142.75 
9:30AM     $988.62 
11:15AM    $989.05 
1:00  PM     $656.50 
 5:30 PM  $1,022.50 

Mail In / Por Correo $170 
Total $7,163.42 

Goal / Meta $7,600      
Variance/ Diferencia <$436.58> 

2nd Collection/Maintenance $2,103.33 

“Give to the Most High as he has given to you, generously, accord-
ing to your means. For the Lord is one who always repays, and he 

will give back to you sevenfold” (Sirach) 

St. Athanasius Church 
 Vacation Bible School  

August 5 - 9, 2019 
 REGISTRATIONS ARE CLOSED! 

 

Please keep our VBS families in your pray-
ers.  Say a Hail Mary or offer a decade of Ro-

sary for us.  May Our Lady watch over us and protect us!  
Alice Lee,   VBS Director 

 joy268@hotmail.com 

Attention Parents!  
Registration for our  

Religious Education classes 
                          is now OPEN 

Please pick up a registration form from the table in the back 
of church, fill out both sides and return to the parish office 
in person as soon as possible along with your tuition pay-
ment. The deadline for registration for this year’s program 
is Friday, September 6th. Classes begin in mid-September, 
date will be forth coming. 
Please contact Deacon Leonel Mancilla, our Director of Re-
ligious Education, if you have questions about this year's 
Religious Education Program. His contact information is on 
the back of the bulletin. 
                                            Thank you! 

CATECHETICAL PROGRAM  
VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITIES  
 

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE A CATECHIST? 
 

Please consider the opportunity to volunteer as a Cate-
chist. We will have many openings this coming year to 
fill roles such as: Catechist, Catechist’s Assistant, Admin-
istrative Personnel and helpers.  
Please call Deacon Leonel Mancilla for more information 
at (650) 961 8600 Ext 111. 

Thank you! 

Free Books  
& Binders!! 

 
We invite you to please 
check out the  tables in the 
vestibule after Mass, we 
have tons of free books of 

different genres, and in different languages. 
 

Feel free to take as many as you want! 
 

We will keep the tables this weekend ( 7/13 & 7/15) only. 

 
 
 
 

Marriage Help – Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) 
has helped tens of thousands of couples at all stages of disillu-
sionment or misery in their marriage. This program can help 
you too.  
For confidential information about or to register for the August 
program beginning with a weekend on August 23--25 call 408- 
605-4998 or email: SanJose@RetroCA.com or visit the web 
site at www.HelpOurMarriage.com  
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BOLETIN HISPANO  

¡No olvide de patrocinar a los negocios que se enlistan en la 
parte de atrás de nuestro boletín dominical . Tenga en mente 
decirles  que usted vio el anuncio de su negocio en el Boletín  

de San Atanasio! 

BAUTIZOS  
La próxima fecha para bautizar será el 24de agosto 
a las 11 AM. La clase de preparación será el 14 de 
agosto (Se requiere previa registración). Llame para 
una entrevista inicial (650) 961-8600 Ext 101. 

QUINCEAÑERAS 
Este servicio se ofrece sólo a los feligreses registrados y 
activos que han recibido la primera comunión. Por favor, 
hacer arreglos 6 meses antes del evento. Por favor llame 
a Rosa Mancilla al (650) 961-8600 Ext. 101 para obte-

ner más información. 

BODAS 
Este es un llamado a las parejas de novios o también los 
que ya están viviendo juntos. Si usted esta considerando 
casarse por la Iglesia, llame a la oficina hispana al 
650.961.8600 Ext 101 y con mucho gusto le ayudare-
mos.  
Se necesita hablar con seis meses de anticipación, den-
tro de este tiempo usted tendrá que venir de cuatro a 

cinco juntas. Las reuniones son privadas. solamente la pareja y el pre-
parador se reúnen. 

Nuestro Prójimo 
 

Este domingo tenemos la oportunidad de meditar un 
Evangelio muy especial por dos razones. La primera de ellas 
es que Dios, a través de su Palabra, nos cuenta una bellísima 
historia, podríamos decir que nos muestra todo su arte y que 
la “Parábola del Buen Samaritano” es una hermosa obra de 
literatura con todo su contenido: la presentación, la manera en 
que está narrado el hecho, el terrible hecho acontecido y el 
desenlace final. Y vemos que no todo termina allí, no es 
simplemente contar una historia, el final concluye con una 
pregunta, la pregunta que Jesús le hace al maestro de la ley. 
 

La segunda razón que debe ser objeto de nuestra meditación, 
por supuesto, es el mensaje que da Jesús respecto al prójimo, 
que justamente nos deja la enseñanza que debemos practicar 
como verdaderos cristianos. 
 

El maestro de la ley sabía que es lo que debía hacer 
para “tener la vida eterna” y contestó perfectamente. Jesús 
confirmó que estaba en lo correcto y por eso lo alienta a hacer 
eso que él mismo dijo. Pero la pregunta que le hace al 
Señor: “Y ¿quién es mi prójimo?” muestra que no entendía 
muy bien lo que había contestado. Quizás algunas cosas sí, 
pero aquella respecto al “prójimo”, evidentemente no. 
Entendía muy bien todo lo que significaba su relación con 
Dios, pero no entendía en qué consistía su relación con el 
prójimo. 
 

Jesús, como en otras tantas oportunidades en que los fariseos 
y maestros de la ley querían ponerlo a prueba, tentarlo con 
preguntas insidiosas o tenderle trampas, aprovecha la ocasión 
para enseñar, y no sólo eso, sino para hacer reflexionar, para 
sacar conclusiones utilizando el razonamiento y busca 
iluminar la mente del maestro de la ley. 
 

La historia de ese hombre caído en desgracia, ante quien 
pasaban con indiferencia distintos personajes hasta que llegó 
uno que tuvo compasión de él, es para que entienda que la 
primera actitud que hay que tener con el prójimo es la 
caridad... hay que amarlo. Los que pasaron de largo no lo 
amaban. 
 

Debemos amar a Dios en primer lugar y por sobre todas las 
cosas, pero eso no priva de amar “a tu prójimo como a ti 
mismo”. Amarnos a nosotros mismos no nos cuesta mucho, 
pues lo hacemos naturalmente cuando respetamos nuestra 
existencia y tratamos de vivir según aquellas cosas que nos 
hacen bien, espiritual y materialmente. De la misma manera, 
ese amor que nos tenemos y que es legítimo como hijos y 
creaturas de Dios, debe volcarse en nuestro prójimo. Si para 
nosotros buscamos lo bueno y lo mejor, debemos hacer lo 
mismo con nuestro prójimo tanto en lo espiritual como en lo 
material. 
 

En nuestra existencia muchas veces experimentamos, como 
ese hombre de la parábola que bajaba de Jerusalén a Jericó, 
los asaltos de la vida, los golpes que las circunstancias nos 
dan, las cosas que sacuden nuestro ser, que nos intranquilizan, 
que nos quitan la paz, pero pensemos que siempre acude a 
nosotros el Buen Samaritano, Jesús, que tiene compasión de 
nosotros, nos cura, nos cuida y nos ha dejado una posada para 
nuestro refugio: la Iglesia. 
 

                                                        Rev. Rolando Santoianni 

¡Atención Padres de Familia!  
Estamos aceptando Registraciones  
para nuestras clases de Catecismo.   

Las formas de registración las puede encontrar conveniente-
mente en la mesa en la parte de atrás de la Iglesia, favor de 
llenar la forma (ambos lados) completamente y regresarla a la 
oficina Parroquial en persona junto con el pago de matricula-
ción. El ultimo día para registrarse para la clases de catecis-
mo de este año será el 7 de septiembre. Las clases iniciaran a 
mediados de septiembre, la fecha exacta será anunciada poste-
riormente.  
Favor de contactar al Diacono Leonel Mancilla, nuestra Direc-
tor de Educación Religiosa, si tiene alguna pregunta acerca de 
nuestro programa de este año. La información del Diacono 
Leonel la puede encontrar al reverso de nuestro boletín.  

¡Gracias! 

OPORTUNIDADES PARA SER VOLUNTARIO DE 
NUESTRO PROGRAMA DE CATECISMO 

 

¿ TE ESTA LLAMANDO DIOS A SER 
CATEQUISTA?  

Por favor considere la oportunidad de ser voluntario de 
nuestra parroquia de San Atanasio convirtiéndose en un 
(a)  catequista en nuestra programa de Catecismo. Este 
año tendremos muchas posiciones vacantes para llenar 
roles como: Catequista, Asistente de Catequista, Personal 
de Administración y ayudantes. 
Tu puedes hacer la diferencia en la formación religiosa de 
un niño (a). Si estas interesado (a), favor de contactar al 
Diacono Leonel Mancilla para mas información al (650) 
961 8600 Ext 111. 
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Mission Statement for St. Athanasius Parish --“St. Athanasius Church’s mission is to build 
disciples of Jesus Christ and assist them in responding to God’s call to love and to serve”   
 

Misión de la Parroquia de San Atanasio -- "La Misión de la Iglesia de San Atanasio es cons-
truir discípulos de Jesucristo y  ayudarles a responder el llamado de Dios a amar y servir" 

JUNTOS COMO HERMANOS     Lunes - 7:00 PM 
 

FAMILY PRAYER HOUR Tuesdays - 7:00 PM 
We need only to look around to see the tremendous pres-
sures facing our families and how those pressures pull 
our families apart. There’s little doubt that we live in a 
society of instant everything, one of the major contribu-
tions to family deterioration. Family Prayer Night is a 
response. It is a way for families to set aside an hour a 
week to be together in the presence of God, to pray and 
appreciate the most important people in our lives. Join us 
every Tuesday in church, 7-8 pm for Adoration, Benedic-
tion and Prayer.  
 

OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP MASS 
     Wednesdays - 6:30 PM 
 

HIJOS DE MARIA SANTISIMA Jueves - 7:00 PM 
 

JOVENES PARA CRISTO 
Viernes a las 7 de la noche se reune el grupo de Jovenes para 
Cristo  en el salón parroquial. Mayores de 18 años unica-
mente.  
 

ST. ATHANASIUS BEREAVEMENT, COMFORT 
AND SUPPORT GROUP 
Meets every 4th Friday of the month at the Rectory at 
7PM. For details, please call (650) 961-8600 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament All Day the First 
Friday of the month starting after 9:00 AM Mass. Please 
sign-up for an hour of adoration on the sign-up sheet in 
the back of church.  Benediction at 12 PM. 
 

SENIORS LUNCH 
Meet the second Tuesday of the Month (October-April) 
in the Parish Hall at 11:30 AM. For more information 
please call the Rectory (650) 961 8600 Ext 102. 
 

RESPECT LIFE GROUP 
Supports the sacredness of all human life through direct ser-
vice to women in crisis pregnancies, education,  advocacy 
and direct action on behalf of human life.  Meets every first 
Saturday at 10 AM in the Marian Rm. For more infor-
mation please call  Carmel Caligaris at (650) 967-3807.  
  

ST. PAUL DISCIPLESHIP GROUP  
The St. Paul Discipleship Group is a group of parishion-
ers that walk together in their spiritual journey.  We meet 
most Tuesday nights (8:30-10:00) to praise God, pray 
together, discuss various topics about our faith, and re-
flect on Scripture.  We invite you change with us!  Con-
tact Mark Ruzon ( ruzon@cs.stanford.edu, 650-215-
3167) for more information. 

Sacrament Preparation for Children & Teens  
Preparation for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and 
First Eucharist (Grades 1-12) and for Confirmation (Grades 
9-12) is a two year process. For more information please 
contact the Catechetical Office at (650) 961-8600 Ext 111.  

Faith Formation for Children, Teens and Adults 
Our Faith Formation program seeks to empower our most 
important Catechists—our parents—to guide the faith for-
mation of their children. We deepen our faith in Jesus 
through Scripture stories, reflection, prayer and seasonal 
celebrations in large and small groups. Formation sessions 
will be provided to the parents and students in Grades 1-5 on 
Sunday mornings during the school year.  Our Middle and 
High School Youth Formation program features a variety of 
small and large group activities. For more information, 
please contact our Catechetical Office at (650) 961-8600 Ext 
111.  

Baptism of Children  
Parents are invited to contact our parish Secretary to set up 
an appointment for an initial interview with one of our 
priests. Parents and Godparents are required to attend a 
Baptismal preparation session prior to the Baptism. No 
Baptism date can be set until the interview  with the priest. 
Children age 7 or above are required to participate in our 
Children’s   Faith Formation program to prepare for this  
sacrament. Para bautizos en Español, llamar a Rosa Manci-
lla al (650) 961-8600 Ext. 101. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
Parish volunteers serve the needy of our area through our 
Food Pantry and Emergency Assistance program. Interested 
Parishioners are welcome to join us at our board meetings held 
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7:30 pm in the Marian 
Room, to see how we carry out our mission.  
 
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTIONS 
REAL OPTIONS    (650) 559-1550 
298 San Antonio Rd. Suite 100, Mountain View, CA 94040 
 
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES 
For burial information and pre-planning assistance, please 
call 888-715-2150. We help you meet eternal life with faith, 
hope, and love.  

Office for the Protection of Chil-
dren and Vulnerable Adults / 
Oficina de Protección de Niños y 

Adultos Vulnerables. 
Diocese of San Jose– Anthony Gonzalez 
Phone (408) 983-0113 Emergency Line: (408) 983-0144 
https://opcva.ethicspoint.com.  
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Statement from Bishop Oscar Cantú and the  
Diocese of San José 
 
The Diocese of San Jose has learned that State Senator Jerry Hill has withdrawn his bill, 
SB 360, regarding the Seal of Confession, from the California Assembly Public Safety 
Committee, just a day before its scheduled hearings. 
I want to thank the many parishioners who made their voices heard to their Assembly 
representatives in opposition to SB 360, as it violates the free practice of our faith.  Our 
priests and I are grateful that we do not have to be subject to prosecution by law for be-
ing faithful to the privacy of Confession. The Seal of Confession is sacred and should 
not be broken. 
There is strong evidence that training priests, teachers, staff, parents, and children to rec-
ognize suspicious behavior, report any and all instances of abuse and neglect, and priori-
tize the safety of children is resulting in the dramatic increase of safe spaces for children 
and families. 
The Church in San José continues to be vigilant in creating an environment which is 
safe and nurturing for all. The reporting requirements and protections for clergy mem-
bers are already identical to the requirements and protections for other mandated report-
ers, except for the provision exempting information acquired during a Confession. 
The Diocese of San Jose conducts background checks and requires recertification train-
ing every three years for diocesan bishops, priests, deacons, employees, and volunteers. 
Since 2002, approximately 52,500 adults in the Diocese have been trained to recognize 
and report child abuse. Working together to be vigilant and keep children safe, our Cath-
olic community is committed to creating a safe environment for all children and fami-
lies. 
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PARISH OFFICE/ OFICINA PARROQUIAL:                       

  (650) 961-8600 
 

HOURS: 9:00 am.-12:30 pm and 1:30-5:00 pm  Tue- Friday. 
(Office is closed on Mondays/Cerrada los Lunes) 

 

PARISH STAFF/PERSONAL: 
 

Rev. Walter Suarez  (Pastor/Párroco) 
Rev. Rolando Santoianni (Parochial Vicar) 

 
Rosa Maria Mancilla  (Pastoral Associate)   

OFICINA DEL MINISTERIO HISPANO   
 961-8600 Ext. 101 -  E-mail: rosa.mancilla@dsj.org 

 
Mike Cavera    (Pastoral Associate)  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION / LITURGY   
961-8600 Ext. 108 - E-mail: Michael.cavera@dsj.org 

 

Rev. Dcn. Leonel Mancilla   (Deacon/Diácono)     
CATECHETICAL PROGRAM 

961-8600  Ext. 111  
E-mail: Leonel.mancilla@dsj.org  

Betty Dominguez 
(Business Manager / Secretary)   

961-8600 Ext. 102  
E-mail: bertina.dominguezcruz@dsj.org  

For Maintenance Issues Please Contact our Parish Office. 

 

To reach a priest after office hours in an EMERGENCY situation, such as a death or the need for the  
Last Rites call: (408) 444-0257 

Para hablarle a un sacerdote después de las horas de oficina en una situación de emergencia, ya sea de muerte o necesidad del 
sacramento de la unción de los enfermos llamar al: (408) 444-0257 

WELCOME TO ALL NEW PARISHIONERS!  
¡Bienvenidos todos los nuevos feligreses! 

Please register by filling in the details below and dropping in the collection basket, or at the rectory. 
Por favor inicie el proceso de registracion llenando este pequeño formulario y depositándolo en la canasta de 

la colecta, o llevándolo a la rectoría. 
NAME (Nombre):_______________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS (Dirección) ___________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE (Teléfono) ____________________E-mail:_____________________________________________________ 
Envelopes (Sobres de contribución): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria Domenica De Sanctis Merlitti 
September 24, 1936 - June 28, 2019  

 

Long-time parishioner Maria Merlitti passed away on Friday, 
June 28th after a long struggle with cancer. I first met Maria 
when I came to St. Athanasius back in the summer of 1992 
when Fr. John Cooper was our Pastor. I was drawn to her be-
cause she reminded me of my Italian aunts: a big smile, full of 
life and energy. She was very devoted to her husband Joe and 
to her two children; Valerie and Joseph and her grandson 
Nicholas. Because of her heavy Italian accent, I assumed Ma-
ria was a recent immigrant to the United States but I later 
found out this was not the case. She loved her native language 
and Italian culture - the food, the art, the beauty – what’s not 
to love! She was a talented artist, a great cook and a caring 
child-care provider for my 2 daughters before they started 
attending pre-school. She loved children and took care of 
many babies and preschooler’s in the Monta Loma neighbor-
hood for several years. What most impressed me about Maria 
was her devotion to our Catholic faith. Maria sang in the 
10:30am Mass choir for a number of years and also served as 
a Eucharistic Minister until she became ill a couple of years 
ago. She regularly attended the 9:00am daily Mass and at oth-
er times, could be found praying before the Blessed Sacra-
ment in the rectory chapel. She also used her sewing skills to 
make and repair altar linens, decorative banners and sacred 
vestments. She will be greatly missed by her friends and fami-
ly but I am confident that she has not forgotten our parish and 
all of us, in her prayers from heaven. May she rest in the 
peace of Christ!  

                                              Mike Cavera, Pastoral Associate 
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